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Abstract: Alongside the start of compulsory objective structured clinical examinations for
medical and dental education, education for simulated patients (SPs) was started to meet the
needs of communication exercises.

Training for SPs came to be provided due to the effects of objective structured clinical
examinations for nursing competences, which include communication skills in exercises that
incorporate SPs participation.

We interviewed five SPs in medical and nursing education on the differences between the

activity experiences between the two types of education and the necessity of continuing these
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SP activities. We recorded the contents of the interview word for word, and extracted and
coded phrases for comments on the differences in experiences and the need to continue
activities, in order to categorize and subcategorize them by code similarities.

As a result, we were able to divide the comparisons between medical education and nursing
education into six categories, such as Differences in Scenarios; the needs for continuing SP
activities into six categories, including Ties with Peers; and the relations with instructors into
four categories, including the Importance of Prior Meetings.

Our study results indicated that it is important to support this structure that enables mutual
ties among SPs, well as the organizational efforts. And to promote facilitation capabilities for
school instructors and to support the continued activities of SPs trained by nursing
universities.

Keywords: Simulated patient, Nursing education, Simulated patient activities, Simulated

patient training
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