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Essay on the Galleria degli Antenati in the Palazzo Ducale in Sabbioneta:
The concept of the portrait gallery of Vespasiano Gonzaga Colonna

Yumiko Mochizuki
School of Design, Sapporo City University

Abstract: This article examines the portrait gallery as the visual propaganda used by Vespasiano
Gonzaga Colonna(1531-91), the 1st Duke of Sabbioneta and a member of a cadet branch of the
House of Gonzaga, Dukes of Mantua in Northern Italy. He was known not only as the condottiero
of King Philip II of Spain but also as an eminent patron of the arts and founder of the Ideal City of
Sabbioneta. After a brief consideration of the terms(palazzo, galleria), an analysis of the decorations and
architectural features of the Galleria degli Antenati(Gallery of the Ancestors) in the Ducal Palace will be
used to verify the function and meaning of the Prince’s concept from an iconographical point of view.
An synthetic analysis of the walls which are decorated with 21 plaster portraits of the Gonzaga family
(from the first Capitano of Mantua, Luigi Gonzaga, to another Luigi, the heir of Vespasiano), the ceiling
painted the figure of Apollo holding a scroll which is written the ode to the Gonzaga family, the layout
of the Galleria reveals that this space was conceived to glorify the family branch living in Sabbioneta
and the reign of Vespasiano.
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