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Abstract: This study aimed to develop a tool for identifying components associated with a “place to
stay” by using a design-based visualizing method, and to clarify the desirable environment for medical
treatment. To examine the components of a place to stay, we combined "mind map" and "evaluation
grid method" to depict abstract imagery . The study was performed from August to September 2014 in
58 healthy subjects (male: 26, female: 32) in their 20s to 70s or older. The results were classified into

EENT3

7 categories: “private space or daily living environment such as home,” “communication with family,”
and “other comfortable environments™ as “personal space”; “hobby activity,” “social communication,”
and “social environment” as “social space”; and “withdrawal from negative feelings”. The place to stay

should be a place where a person can maintain privacy, have mental and physical relaxation, and find

s ALBR TSR PR PR o AT R L ATIRRAR R R R O R ZE1Z K D am ST

SCU Journal of Design & Nursing Vol. 11, No. 1, 2017 29



the meaning of his/her life through communication with others. A desirable environment for medical

treatment would have similar characteristics. In addition, the environment should be adjusted according

to the developmental stage, so that both persons who need care and caregivers can feel comfortable.

The new method is simple, which takes only 15 to 20 minutes to complete the questionnaire. However,

some questions are still difficult to understand, and need to be improved with clearer expressions in the

questionnaire.

This study was performed after obtaining approval from the ethical committee.

Keywords: Place to stay, Desirable environment for medical treatment, Develop a tool
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