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Consideration of Urban Development by the 1972 Winter Olympics in Sapporo
- Focusing on Correlation with the Road Networks of Sapporo Master Plans in the 1950s—60s -

Tomoko Mori
School of Design, Sapporo City University

Abstract: The host city of the Olympic Games is required to have a comprehensive
perspective that interrelates urban planning from a long-term perspective with the
Olympic Games as a short-term event. Focusing on the road network in the Sapporo City
Master Plan from the 1950s to the 1960s before the bid for the 1972 Sapporo Winter
Olympic Games, this study examines the urban development brought by the games. The
study reveals that the designation of Sapporo as a new industrial city in 1964 triggered the
master plan to promote the expansion of expressways and roads as the central hub city of
Hokkaido and that the implementation of the 1972 Olympic Games led to the realization of
these urban improvements from the reviews of the draft plan and official documents and
records, including the minutes of the technical committee meetings of the Sapporo Olympic
Winter Games Organizing Committee. In particular, the study showed that the
decentralization of the sports facilities from Makomanai to Mikaho and Tsukisamu,
initiated by the organizing committee under the leadership of Professor Eika Takayama of

the University of Tokyo, contributed greatly to the development of the 1968 road network,
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including the Toyohira and Sousei River trunk roads, which had been planned for a new

industrial city, and promoted the development of sports facilities for the local community.

Keywords: City of Sapporo, Master Plan, Road Networks, Winter Olympic Games, Urban

Development
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