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Valency decreasing and case marking in the —(r)asar- construction:
With special reference to its unintentional use

Shotaro Namiki
School of Design, Sapporo City University

Abstract: This article investigates the suppression of external arguments and case-marking
in spontaneous constructions with —(7)asar— in Hokkaido. It has been assumed that (1) —(7)
asar- has the three usages of unintentional, middle, and anticausative markers, and (ii) the
construction with —(7)asar— as an unintentional marker involves no change in the valency of
the verb. However, many attested examples show that the construction with the
unintentional marker in fact causes suppression of the agent, as is the case with the middle
and anticausative markers. The purpose of this article is to provide a principled account of the
changes in the valency of the verb in the spontaneous construction with —(7)asar-. First, we
decompose the spontaneous suffix —(7)asar— into the causative suffix —as—, which introduces
an external causer, and the decausative suffix —a»—, which suppresses the external causer and
the agent, leading to the change in the valency of the verb in the construction. It is then shown
that our approach can also explain the case marking in the construction in accordance with
the canonical case marking procedure in Japanese proposed by Kaga (2017a, 2017b, 2017c¢).

Keywords: Spontaneous Suffix —(7)asar— in Hokkaido Dialect, External Argument Suppression,

Decompositional Approach, Dependent Case, (Un)intentionality
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