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Recent Change of Land Use in Geijutu-no-mori District, Sapporo,
and Some Problems Occurred in Reforestation
and Biodiversity Management to Apply Environmental Education
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Abstract: In order to utilize wildlife as materials for environmental education, we examined the recent
change of vegetation landscape in Geijutu-no-mori (Geimori) district by analyzing aerial photographs.
Until 2006, Geimori district was composed of museums and a tertiary college, the precursor of the
Sapporo City University. By the site acquisition at early 1980s, restrictions on developed open spaces
distributed in Geimori distinct results in the increase of forest areas. This is because many bare
areas as abandoned crop field and grassland changed to forest by the progress of secondary
vegetational succession. The increase of forest area is expected to migrate many forest animals, but
is concern also about troubles with large mammal by coming close. Some exotic species are invaded
around the buildings of museum and school and constructed water way, and interference of them to
native ecosystems are also concerned. Accordingly, when we try to utilize wildlife for environmental
education, we must ensure the compatible design between conservation of local biodiversity and
construction of comfortable urban green spaces.
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